
 

Water Cycle Relay 

Time: 20 minutes 

Materials Needed: 

 2 trays of ice cubes 

 2 spoons 

 Tape 

 2 sets of vocabulary words on slips of paper: evaporation, condensation, cloud, 

precipitation, river, infiltration, ground water, evapotranspiration, and hydrologic 

cycle. 

 Enlarged picture of the Hydrologic Cycle 

 Bucket 

 

Procedures: 

 Divide the group into 2 teams. 

 Show them “The Hydrologic Cycle” pointing out the missing vocabulary words that describe the 
steps in the cycle. 

 Explain that they will fill in these blanks with the missing words in the course of a water cycle 
relay race. 

 Pass out a spoon and a tray of ice cubes to each group. 

 As part of the relay, each group will place an ice cube on the spoon and pass both from the 
back of the line to the front of the line. 

 Let the groups practice passing the spoon with the ice cube on it. 

 Next, give each group a set of the following nine vocabulary words written on slips of paper: 
evaporation, condensation, cloud, precipitation, river, infiltration, ground water, 
evapotranspiration, and hydrologic cycle. 

 Have the groups attach a piece of tape to each slip of paper. 

 Ask the groups to discuss the words, reviewing their meanings and where they fit in the water 

cycle exhibit. 

 Explain that a matching definition for each vocabulary word of the water cycle will be read 

aloud. 

 The kids must quietly decide among their group which word best fits the definition. 

 The last person in line tapes the slip of paper with the matching word to the bottom of the 

spoon and places the ice cube in the spoon. 

 He or she then passes the entire spoon to the next person and so on down the line. 

 The person at the head of the line walks quickly to the exhibit at the front of the room with the 

spoon and ice cube, places the ice cube in the bucket and tapes the word to the correct spot 

on the cycle, then, returns to the end of the line and the race begins again with another 

definition. 

 Each team gets a point for placing the correct vocabulary word in the correct spot on the cycle. 

 The team that finished first gets an extra point. The winner is the team with the most points! 



Rules of the Relay: 

 No one may touch the ice cube after it has been placed on the spoon until it reaches the head 
of the line. That means no holding it as it is transferred up the line or while carrying it to the 
exhibit. 

 If it falls off, it starts from the back of the line again. 

 If the kids are having trouble, let them start the ice cube where it fell off. 
 
 
Definitions: 
 
Evaporation – When the sun heats up water in rivers or lakes or the ocean and it turns into vapor or 

steam. 

Condensation – Water vapor in the air gets cold and changes back into liquid, forming clouds. 

Cloud – A large collection of very tiny droplets of water or ice crystals. The droplets are so small and 

light that they can float in the air. 

Precipitation – Occurs when so much water has condensed that the air cannot hold it anymore. 

Clouds get heavy and water falls back to the earth. 

River – A natural stream of water of usually considerable volume. 

Infiltration – Slow passage of a liquid through a filtering medium, like rainwater percolation through 

the soil. 

Ground Water – Water contained under the surface, between particles of and in the cracks of sand, 

soil and gravel. 

Evapotranspiration – Loss of water from the soil both by evaporation and by transpiration from the 

plants growing thereon. 

Hydrologic Cycle – a sequence of conditions that involve the continuous circulation of water from 

the land to the sky and back again. 

 
Adapted from the Environmental Protection Agency’s “Water Cycle Relay”  


