
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I speak for the trees, for the trees have no tongues…Unless someone like you cares 

a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.” 

--Dr. Seuss, The Lorax 

  

Reading books is a great way for children to learn important issues about a variety 

of topics. Reading for the Earth™  aims to help increase environmental literacy 

amongst young readers in grades K-8 nationwide.   Earth Day Network  wants to 

use Reading for the Earth™ as a  national platform that libraries can use to  inspire 

young readers to become better informed about the environment  and ultimately, 

gain a better  a better appreciation for nature.  
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What is Earth Day Network? 

Earth Day Network grew out of the first Earth Day in 1970 and is dedicated to        
educating our nation and the rest of the world about the value of environmental 
stewardship. In addition to helping organize Earth Day events around the globe, 
Earth Day Network runs several year-round programs. One of the organization’s 
most successful endeavors involves Environmental Education and Green Schools. 
We work with over 30,000 educators to provide innovative tools and   resources 
to promote civic participation and to develop a sense of environmental               
responsibility in the classroom and community.  

Earth Day Network invites you and your library to join us in celebrating this year’s 
Earth Day. In your library, Earth Day is the perfect opportunity to teach youth 
about the importance of environmental stewardship through and  civic              
responsibility in their communities. Earth Day activities inspire an appreciation of 
our natural environment and  teach our youth to examine how their behavior can 
make a difference in the world. 

For more information about Earth Day Network visit: www.earthday.org  

“When education begins it begins by trying to get people to be critical from the 
first moment. If that doesn’t happen, then it’s not education you have, it’s      
training.” 
 -Denis Hayes, National Coordinator of the 1st Earth Day  

http://www.earthday.org


 

 

 
What is Reading for the Earth™ ? 

Reading for the Earth™ is a national effort that promotes reading environmentally 
themed books during the month of April, in honor of Earth Day. Organized by Earth 
Day Network and libraries around the country, the campaign will ask young readers 
across the nation to check out environmentally themed books from their local library.  
The purpose of the campaign is twofold: to educate youth about the environment 
and to inspire them to read books more often.  To join the effort, students will be 
asked to visit their local library, pick up a book and pledge to read it during the 
month of April.  Earth Day Network is also encouraging libraries to sponsor Earth Day 
activities for students in their communities including  book readings and video 
screenings.   

The purpose of this toolkit is to provide you with the resources to help guide you with 
informing and organizing activities for young readers in your community. Earth Day 
Network has identified a number of steps that you can follow to effectively engage your 
students in the environmental  movement and they are outlined below: 

Getting Started 

Help 
Educate  

the 
Youth 



STEP #1: REGISTER YOUR LIBRARY 
 

Register your library class using the link below to receive   
additional information and resources throughout the           
campaign. By registering your library you will Earth Day Network 
with information that will allow us to create and provide 
resources that will better serve you and your community.  In 
addition to receiving resources, your library will be acknowledged 
on our website when you register.  
 

           Reading for the Earth™ Registration Form 
 

STEP #2: ENCOURAGE READING  
 

A. Advertise  
 

Find locations in your library that are highly viable to young readers and their parents  and post 
fliers and announcements about the campaign.  Create your own original posters or use on of 
Earth Day Network’s Reading for the Earth™ posters provided below: 
 

Poster Design  #1           Poster Design  #2           Poster Design #3          Poster Design #4 
  
B. Create Display/Showcase 
 
Build a display or showcase that has information about Reading for the Earth including posters 
and suggested reading lists. Gather a few books to highlight in your display and to help you find 
environmentally themed books, Earth Day Network has created suggested reading lists for 
young readers in both grades K-3 and grades 4-8. Some of the selections from the lists are 
highlighted below and to view a more complete reading list click the link after  each section.  
 
GRADES K– 3 READING LIST 
 

 Squish! A Wetland Walk , Nancy Luenn 
A feast for the senses, Squish! provides young children with 
an introduction to the sights, sounds, and smells of a wetland 
as experienced by a young boy. Luenn uses simple language 
to explain some of the many ways wetlands are beneficial, 
and Himler's quiet watercolors beautifully capture the 
unusual, wondrous atmosphere.   
 
 The Curious Garden , Peter Brown 
The Curious Garden, by Peter Brown, is an excellent book about the    benefits of greening up 
our own small corner of the urban world, as told through the story of a young boy who begins to 
“guerilla garden” in a desolate corner of the city.   
 

www.earthday.org/reading 

http://www.earthday.org/RegisterYourLibrary
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1807/images/2012/Reading/poster1.pdf
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1807/images/2012/Reading/poster2.pdf
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1807/images/2012/Reading/poster3.pdf
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1807/images/2012/Reading/poster4.pdf
http://www.earthday.org/network


 

 The Great Kapok Tree , Lynne Cherry 
Author and illustrator Lynne Cherry tells the tale of a man who is sent into the Amazon rain forest 
one day under instructions to chop down a great kapok tree. As he sleeps, animals emerge from 
the jungle canopy to plead with the sleeping ax-man to spare their home, and this unique  
perspective from the wildlife provides an intriguing scientific argument for preserving nature's 
gifts. 
 

Complete Grades K-3 Suggested Reading List 
 

GRADES 4-8 READING LIST 
 

 The Weirdos, Theodore Taylor 
Chip Clewt, known simply as the weirdo, lives like a hermit 
in the Powhatan Swamp, a National Wildlife Refuge that is 
at the center of a heated controversy between local 
hunters and  environmentalists.  
 

 What  the Parrot told Alice, Dale Smith 
What the Parrot Told Alice is a remarkable story, founded 
on fact. It is destined to awaken the conscience of young 
people to crucial issues of our time, such as habitat 
destruction and exploitation of wildlife.  
 

 My Side of the Mountain, Jean Craighead George 
Jean Craighead George tells the story of a boy who really 
wants to get away from it all. So, he leaves home to live in 
the mountains, where he learns to live off the land and 
gains a sense of independence and adventure before he 
finally reunites with his family. 
 

Complete Grades 4-8 Suggested Reading List 
 

C. Sign-Up Young Readers 
 

Allow young readers to pledge to read environmentally themed books  throughout  the month of 
April in honor of Earth Day. At the end of April, Earth Day Network will ask participating libraries to 
count, record, and report the number of pledges made at their libraries.  All participating libraries 
will receive Certificates of Participation which will be emailed to you using the email that you 
provide during registration.   To download and  print the official Reading  for the Earth™ pledge 
sheet click here.  
 

Each pledge will count as an act of green in our A  Billion Acts of Green®  campaign. The purpose of 
this campaign is to mobilize one billion acts of environmental service around the world.  The 
campaign calls for people of all nationalities to commit to an act that helps reduce carbon 
emissions and promote sustainability.  Collectively, these acts will also demonstrate the power of 
small every-day individual acts of green. For more information on A Billion Acts of Green® visit:  
http://act.earthday.org/.  

www.earthday.org/reading 

http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1807/images/2012/Reading/Suggested%20Reading%20List-%20K-3.pdf
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1807/images/2012/Reading/Suggested%20Reading%20List-%204-8.pdf
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1807/images/2012/Reading/2012%20Pledge%20Sheet.pdf
http://act.earthday.org/
http://www.earthday.org/network


STEP #3 ORGANIZE EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

In addition to promoting environmental literacy at your library  through allowing students to 
pledge to read books, Earth Day Network is encouraging  you to sponsor other activities and 
events in honor of Earth Day 2012 that may contribute to A Billion Acts of Green®. Some ideas 
for different activities have been highlighted for you including contests and events that your 
library can sponsor.  
 
A. Contests 
Contests are exciting ways that you can motivate ways that you can 
further engage young readers to participate in Reading for the Earth™ . 
Create your own contests or use one of Earth Day Network’s templates 
provided for you  below: 
 

 Bookmark Design Contest 
 Poster Design Contest 
 Creative Story  Contest 

 
B. Events  
 Read a n environmentally themed book to younger readers and hold a discussion about the 

book 
 Show am environmentally themed movie and have a discussion about the movie 
 Start a community garden and motivate kids in your neighborhood to help you maintain it 

throughout year  
 Host an “Eco-Fair” and invite local environmental agencies to share information with people 

in your community 
 Encourage young readers to paint fun, colorful eco-murals and to use non-toxic art    supplies 
 Work with your colleagues, young readers, and parents to organize an Earth Day event or 

competition 
 Pick up trash at around your library  and in the community and dispose of it properly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more detailed information on how to set up an Earth Day 2012 event check out the Earth 
Day 2012 Organizer’s Guide below: 

 

EARTH DAY 2012 ORGANIZER’S GUIDE 

www.earthday.org/reading 

https://earthdaynetwork.box.com/s/l8gl2ym91aqvt4q59zdr
https://earthdaynetwork.box.com/s/jmkfazc9lee2r0i96yrq
https://earthdaynetwork.box.com/s/yrh8zzfpqjl7zc54xplg
http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/1807/images/2012/Reading/2012%20Organizer's%20Guide.pdf
http://www.earthday.org/network


TAKE PICTURES 
 

Earth Day Network wants to see how your library and community are participating in Reading 
for the Earth™ and contributing to the environmental movement. Take pictures and video 
and share them with us so that we can share your libraries contributions to the 
environmental movement with the world. Share your pictures with Earth Day Network using 
one of the following methods below: 
 
 EMAIL 

Choose 10 of your best pictures highlighting your library’s contributions to the      
environmental movement and A Billion Acts of Green ® and email them to  Earth Day 
Network at reading@earthday.org  

 FACEBOOK 
Like the Reading for the Earth™  page on Facebook by clicking here and upload your 
library’s  pictures. Be sure to include the library’s name and city and state in the 
picture. 

 FLICKR 
Create a group on Flickr using your school’s name and upload your library’s pictures. 
Be sure to notify Earth Day Network that you have shared your pictures online. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. LIBRARY REWARDS 
 

STEP #5: RECEIVE RECOGNITION 
 Earth Day Network would like to recognize the schools that participate in  Earth Day 2012 

events. To receive recognition in the form of a participation certificate and  website 
acknowledgement that will list participating teachers and schools each teacher must 
complete the following: 

Earth Day 2012 “Know Green, Go Green” Registration Form  
Share their pictures with Earth Day Network via Flickr, Facebook, or email 
Young Reader Pledge Information and Data  
Earth Day 2012 Participant Evaluation 

www.earthday.org/reading 

http://www.bestbuy.com/
mailto:knowgreen@earthday.org
http://www.bestbuy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Know-Green-Go-Green/157972187649456?sk=wall#!/pages/Reading-for-the-Earth/179507298816732
http://www.bestbuy.com/
http://www.bestbuy.com/
http://www.earthday.org/network


ADDITIONAL K-12 OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Earth Day Network has a number of other additional Earth Day 2012 educational 
opportunities for students in grades K-12 to participate in  including the following:  
 

 “Know Green, Go Green” 
Educating today’s youth about environmental     
sustainability has the power to capture the     
attention of students, teachers, parents, the     
community, and beyond. Earth Day 2012’s         
education mission is simple: encourage as many  K-12 
schools as possible to participate in Earth Day 
activities that teach the importance of civic and 
environmental responsibility. For more       
information about “Know Green, Go Green” visit 
www.earthday.org/knowgreen. 
 

 Green Ribbon School Program 
Earth Day Network along with the Department of Education created The Green Ribbon 
School Program to recognize schools that are taking leading roles in the greens school 
movement and creating healthy environments for their students. The recognition award is 
the first comprehensive federal policy addressing the environmental impact, health and  
education of our schools. For more information about the Green Ribbon Schools Program 
visit http://edu.earthday.org/ . 
 

 The “I Matter March” and the National Mall 
Join young activist from around the country as they march from White House to the National 
Mall to make a statement that they too are actively engaged and involved in the 
environmental movement. Activities at the National Mall will include youth speakers, 
celebrity performances, and other activities  geared towards educating the youth. For more 
information visit www.earthday.org/earth-day-on-the-mall.  
. 

 
 

For any additional resources and information about Reading for the Earth™  or to speak 
someone Earth Day Network’s Education Department email us at reading@earthday.org 
or visit www.earthday.org/reading 

http://www.earthday.org/knowgreen
http://edu.earthday.org/
http://www.earthday.org/earth-day-on-the-mall
mailto:reading@earthday.org
http://www.earthday.org/knowgreen


OTHER CAMPAIGNS 
 
Earth Day Network has a number of campaigns that are geared toward different                
organizations and groups of individuals who are interested in environmental issues and   
advocacy. Please check out the information below and share it with  someone who may be 
interested: 
 
 Campaigns for Communities 
Campaign for Communities, previously known as Global Day of Conversation, is a platform for 
leaders to engage their communities in discussing the 
challenges and          opportunities related to sustainability. 
Through organized dialogues, leaders will convey their ideas 
and opinions on environmental issues through the sharing of 
best practices, permitting for citizens to learn about ongoing 
initiatives and provide input on current sustainability plans.  
For more information, please visit: www.earthday.org/c4c.   
 
 Mobilize U 
Earth Day University will be challenging college students to 
exemplify their commitment to environmental activism by 
taking part in “MobilizeU”, a nationwide competition        
between universities to generate Acts of Green. For more 
information, please visit: www.earthday.org/mobilizeu. 
 
 Religious Outreach 
Leaders from all faiths have published a vast array of resources that demonstrate that 
stewarding and caring for the Earth is wholly consistent with a belief in their God. This year, 
thousands of religious leaders are preparing Earth Day Sermons to give to their congregations 
on the week of Earth Day.  For more information on how you can be involved, please visit: 
www.earthday.org/faith. 

For any additional information about Earth Day 2012 and all of our 
campaigns  visit www.earthday.org/2012 
 

http://www.earthday.org/c4c
http://www.earthday.org/mobilizeu
http://www.earthday.org/faith
http://www.earthday.org/2012

