
 

Environmental Jeopardy 

Goals: To quiz knowledge on natural resources and environmental problems. 

Age Group: Grades 6-8 

Time: 45-60 minutes 

Materials: A premade jeopardy board with the following categories at the top: Recycling, Hazardous 

Waste, Composting, Natural Resources, Green Living and a point system of 20,40,60,80,100 below 

each category. Noise-makers, trivia questions below and markers (for indicating once a question in a 

point category has been asked). 

Note: The game runs slightly differently than the Jeopardy TV Game show. There is only one round 

of trivia questions and a Final Jeopardy! round.  

Procedures: 

 Divide participates up into teams of 4 or 5. 

 Have each team create an “environmental” type name. 

 Give each team a noise maker and have them pick a number to determine which team will go 

first. 

 Start playing Jeopardy! Make sure to keep track of what each team earns in points. This is 

best done by using a white board or chalk board. 

 Make sure players respond to clues in the form of a question. 

 After a point question has been asked, be sure to cover or cross out that value so it doesn’t get 

asked again. 

 After all regular Jeopardy questions have been asked, play the Final Jeopardy! round. 

 While each team is discussing their answer to the Final Jeopardy! question, sing through 

Jeopardy theme song twice. 

 Team with most points wins! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Environmental Jeopardy! Questions 

Recycling 

20pts: The symbol that Gary Dean Anderson designed in 1970. Answer: The Recycling Symbol 
 
40pts: Percentage that most glass bottles contain in recycled content. Answer: 25% 
   
60pts: The amount of time you can run your TV or computer off the energy saved by recycling 1 

aluminum can. Answer: 3 hours 

80pts: Making what from recycled materials results in 74% less air pollution and 35% less water 

pollution? Answer: Paper 

100pts: Days that it takes an aluminum can to journey from the recycling bin through the recycling 

process and back on store shelves Answer: 60 days 

Hazardous Waste 

20pts: A chemical that is no longer usable or wanted is what. Answer: Household Hazardous Waste 

40pts: Caution, Warning, Danger and Poison are what types of words. Answer: Signal Words 

60pts: The amount (in pounds) of hazardous waste the average home can accumulate in the 

basement, garage and storage closets. Answer: 100 pounds 

80pts: Amount the U.S. EPA estimates that Americans generate in Household Hazardous Waste per 

year. Answer: 1.8 million tons 

100pts: Leached into the air and drinking water if HHW are disposed of in the landfill. Answer: 

Toxins 

Composting 

20pts: The aerobic, biological decomposition of organic materials. Answer: Composting 

40pts: Daily Double!!! Finished compost is most widely used for. Answer: Gardens and 

Landscaping 

 60pts: A ratio between these 2 elements is important when composting. Answer: Carbon and 

Nitrogen 

80pts: The approximate number of community composting operations nationwide. Answer: 3,225 

100pts: Is used to process food scraps and other organics in a process called Vermicomposting. 

Answer: Red Earthworms 

 

 



Natural Resources 

20pts: A gas that absorbs and retains heat from the sun. Answer: Greenhouse Gas 

40pts: 3 natural cycles in which ecosystems depend upon. Answer: Water, Nitrogen and Carbon 

60pts: The portion of the 70% of the earth’s water that is safe to drink. Answer: 0.5% 

80pts: The number of gallons of oil used in the United States every 2 minutes. Answer: 1 million 

100pts: The amount of different minerals needed to produce 1 television. Answer: 35  

Green Living 

20pts: A place where household medications should be taken to prevent environmental harm. 

Answer: Medication Drop-Off Stations 

40pts: Can save you more than $40 in electricity costs over its lifetime if used instead of an 

incandescent bulb. Answer: A Compact Florescent Light bulb (CFL) 

60pts: A type of paint that should be used to help reduce the amount of toxins that are released into 

the air of our homes. Answer: Low or No VOC Paint 

80pts: Used to save water, save money and energy, and divert water from water bodies. Answer: 

Rain Barrels 

100pts: A type of household cleaner that should be used to prevent chemical toxins from ending up 

in our rivers, lakes and other waterways. Answer: Non-toxic and Biodegradable Cleaners  

 

Final Jeopardy! Round (Sing Jeopardy! theme song 2x) 

Give each team paper so they can write down their answer and point wager. 

In 2004, Americans recycled enough aluminum cans to build 13 of this type of transportation.  
Answer: Aircraft Carriers 
 

 


